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was the cause of his being excluded from the bank-
ing establishment. Colonel Sowerby, of the Guards,
was one of the most inveterate players In Paris;
and, as is frequently the case with a fair player, a
considerable loser. But perhaps the most incurable
gamester amongst the English was Lord Thanet,
whose income was not less than ^50,000 a year,
every farthing of which he lost at play. Cuthbert
dissipated the whole of his fortune in like manner.
In fact, I do not remember any instance where those
who spent their time in this den did not lose all they
possessed.

The Marquis de Livry had a charming villa at
Romainville, near Paris, to which, on Sundays, he
invited not only those gentlemen who were the most
prodigal patrons of his salon, but a number of ladies,
who were dancers and singers conspicuous at the
opera; forming a society of the strangest character,
the male portion of which were bent on losing their
money, whilst the ladles were determined to get rid
of whatever virtue they might still have left. The
dinners on these occasions were supplied by the chef
of the Salon des Strangers, and were such as few
renommSs of the kitchens of France could place upon
the table.

Amongst the constant guests was Lord Fife, the
intimate Mend of George IV., with Mdlle. Noblet, a
danseuse, who gave so much satisfaction to the
habituSs of the pit at the opera, both in Paris and
London. His lordship spent a fortune upon her;
his presents in jewels, furniture, articles of dress, and
money, exceeded ^40,000. In return for all this
generosity, Lord Fife asked nothing more than the
lady's flattery and professions of affection. love of gambling order
